THE    MEMOIRS    OF   RALPH    RASHLEIGH

ville, Mrs. Marby's father., in search of his daughters and
grandson. News that the women and child were left on
board had been reported by a party of the craven crew of the
Tribune who had successfully made the southward voyage
in their boat to Fort Macquarie.

The captain told Rashleigh that every one who knew them
would be delighted at the rescue, as Colonel Woodville was
greatly respected by all classes of colonists, and was known
to be seriously ill as a result of the shock of the feared loss
of his daughters. He volunteered at once to take them on
board as soon as he had got through the job of reloading
his stores, after which he would sail round to the bay on
the shores of which the crude cavern dwelling stood.

They arrived early on the following morning, the mood
of the ladies and the djins vaulting suddenly from the
despair into which Rashleigh's prolonged absence had flung
them, to delirious happiness at the immediate prospect of
leaving the gloomy cavern, and voyaging at once to Sydney.
Rashleigh was regarded by rescued and rescuers as a hero,
and the captain granted his request for a passage for himself
and the djins3 asserting that if Rashleigh had not come of
his own free will he would have pressed him by main force.
Before evening the anchor was weighed, and the Sea Mew
set sail for Sydney.
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